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ISN Vision ISN Mission
Provide a world of choice for all children Empower children through learning
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Treasure Hunt

Find all 10 daisies scattered around this Newsletter! Where could they be?

Za—XALEF—ICBENTVLWAI0EOSEHZRDOITTHLD! ‘
ETICEBRTWALE? K—<IFELTH TR N




Dear parents and supporters,

We hope you are having a fun and relaxing summer,
despite the heat, which has been constantly increasing
over the past month. At the campus, we are spending as
much time as possible in the cool indoor spaces,
playing, crafting, and learning, and only leave for some
well-deserved refreshment in the pool, or to quickly tend
to their flowers and vegetables in the morning.

Our beautiful garden has blessed us with plenty of
veggies and as well, and some have been used by the
students as school snacks or shared with their parents
at home. Radishes, basil, cucumbers and tomatoes have
all been a source of joy for the classes.

While it is the hottest month, August is also the month
of summer festivals, fireworks, and school holidays. The
first of such events is coming up just this Saturday, with
the traditional Matsumoto Bon Bon dance festival, at
which ISN will participate for the seventh time. It will be
hot, but also a lot of fun celebrating the traditional
culture of our city, in combination with ISN’s
international vibe. We're looking forward to seeing you
supporting us from the crowd or, even better, joining
the dance with us.

From August 12, the campus will be closed for regular
classes and only open for requested daycare purposes.
We'll have a lot of fun during those days and, for those
of you who don’t join us at that time, we hope you a
nice long, well-deserved holiday.

Igor Coric,
Minami Matsumoto Campus Head
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On July 1, the pool season at the campus has finally
started! This has been long anticipated, what with the
temperatures soaring to unexpected heights this year,
even in July.

The students will get to enjoy the pool every day until the
end of August. The students were quick to get ready,
creatively creating their own pool toys, and turning the
school yard into a real water wonderland.

The pool water is changed every day and cleaning
solution is put into it twice a day, to ensure its
cleanliness. This year, we are also making sure to have a
minimum of one “lifeguard” teacher who monitors pool
play safety without interacting with the students, and we
the classes have also conducted earthquake emergency
drills during pool play time to ensure everyone's
preparedness for emergency situations.
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Pool Season
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What are we learning about?

Rainbow
Monthly topic: Fruits

o |

#8s Aurora N

. Sharing the Planet: Animals R

. Central Idea: People and animals help one another

\

AL ¢

in many ways.
e Line of Inquiry 1: Animals live in different
places. (Form)
¢ Line of Inquiry 2: Animals and people are
connected and help each other. (Connection)
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How We Organize Ourselves: Community Helpers
Central Idea: People care for and support each 8.
other in a community.
e Line of Inquiry 1: The community helpers and \
their jobs (Form, Function)
¢ Line of Inquiry 2: The reasons why people help
each other in the community. (Causation)

Milky Way

- How We Organize Ourselves: Teamwork "_;

Central Idea: Working together with our hearts and
minds, we can achieve a common goal.
e Line of Inquiry 1: Setting and achieving goals. }
(Perspective, Responsibility)
e Line of Inquiry 2: Practicing teamwork.
(Responsibility)
¢ Line of Inquiry 3: Resolving conflicts
(Causation)

On June 30, the Shooting Star class started off their new
Unit of Inquiry with an interesting visit to Aeon Mall. The
students are learning about different jobs in the
community, so they observed different shops and service
staff in their day-to-day activities. The students asked many
questions that will later be explored in their classroom.
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A Trip to the Mall
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On July 15, Shooting Star class’ inquiry into
- community helpers continued with a visit to the local
'~ fire station. The students got a tour of the ambulance
and fire trucks and heard an explanation on the
important work the firefighters do to save lives! It

| was an educational, but also a really fun outing, since

the students got to try on the stretchers and the
firefighter uniforms themselves.
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On July 3, Aurora class visited the Horseland horse '
farm in Azumino. The trip on the bus all the way to |
Azumino was the first longer trip the students have
taken and a challenge for some, but getting to see =
horses, ponies and goats, learn their names and

feed them themselves made it all worth it for the =

students. The class will continue inquiring into the | =
lives of animals as part of their current Unit of |

Inquiry.
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On July 23, the Milky Way class students got to
participate in a new ISN tradition: the second annual ISN
Inquiry Fair. The Milky Way, Rainforest, and Gojo campus
Elementary school students gathered together with their
parents and teachers, to share their inquiry into all the
interesting things they have been learning about.

The Milky Way students shared all about their little
garden and the plants they grew, while Elementary
students shared amazing volcano and ice cream-making
experiments.

Thank you, Elementary school students and staff on your
support, and to all the parents who joined this year’s
event.
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~ Shooting Star: Kanato

" Friends born in July:
 TBEFNOERE

s

Rainbow: Makito Aurora: Saiki

Milky Way: Nanami, Miki

The July Birthday Party turned out to be another super fun
one, with Ms. Chifumi hosting this time and preparing an
interesting quiz for the students. Everyone enjoyed it, and
especially the seven birthday girls and boys, who got to

- wear a crown and say their name and age in a big voice.

The kitchen staff came in full power again, with a delicious
sea-inspired pudding. Happy Birthday!
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Friends born in August:
BAEFNDBRE
Aurora: Emma, Yota, Chisaki
Shooting Star: Fusuke




About ISN'’s Efforts and Our Partnership with Families

. To All ISN Parents,
Thank you for your continued understanding and cooperation in
supporting the educational activities at ISN.

71 At ISN, we believe that supporting the emotional and physical
well-being of our students involves more than academic
learning. We value and provide daily support for children as they
navigate friendships, handle emotions, and learn how to relate to
others. Since school is a microcosm of society, it is natural that
moments of conflict or misunderstanding may arise. We view
such situations not as “problems” but as valuable opportunities
to foster inner growth and develop emotional expression.

~ When emotions run high or strong expressions occur, we strive
to respond in ways that affirm each child’s experience, helping
them feel heard and valued. In such cases, we may ask about

' your home environment—not to interfere with your parenting

style, but to improve the quality of support we provide to ensure
your child's safety and well-being.
We respect each family's values and cultural background and
aim to foster an “open mindset”—a willingness to understand
differences—as part of our educational philosophy.This
philosophy also extends to academics. ISN aspires to be a
learning community where both those who teach and those who
learn engage in continuous inquiry and discovery together.

ISN's Team Structure

In contrast to traditional top-down models of organization, ISN
operates as a flat, collaborative structure. As previously shared
with you, our organizational chart outlines the various staff roles
that support our school.

While each position has defined responsibilities, our structure is
not based on a vertical chain of command. Rather, it is a
horizontally connected team that leverages each member’s
strengths to work in cooperation. When an incident occurs,
involved staff members work together to share information and
provide the best possible support.

This structure mirrors the IB’s Transdisciplinary Themes, where
multiple disciplines and perspectives connect to deepen inquiry.
Similarly, ISN’s organizational design emphasizes organic
collaboration among diverse human resources.

The learning environment your child experiences is supported
not only by their homeroom teacher but also by a collective of
professionals—administrators, health staff, specialists, support
staff, and program coordinators—working as one large “family”
to create a rich and nurturing learning space.

Many of you may already be familiar with such flat and team-
oriented approaches through your own work or parenting.
Together with all staff at ISN, I will continue striving to channel
our individual strengths and personalities into supporting
' children’s learning and growth.We sincerely appreciate your

. 4y & 4 sl

continued partnership in nurturing the development of our
| students.
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OPEN MINDED
INQUIRERS
KNOWLEDGEABLE
COMMUNICATORS
PRINCIPLED
BALANCED
RISK TAKERS
REFLECTIVE
CARING
THINKERS
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Thank you, parents, for joining the Gym Open Day \
for Aurora, Shooting Star, and Milky Way students. It = -
was very enjoyable for the student to have their | |
parents witness the progress of their gross motor =«
‘ skills and play fun games together with them. Thank
88 you for always supporting the students! 7
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Aug 1 (Fri): Rainbow Closing Circle Open Day

Aug 2 (Sat): Matsumoto Bon Bon 2025

Aug 8 (Fri): Aurora Closing Circle Open Day

Aug 11 (Mon): Public Holiday (Mountain Day)

Aug 12 - 15: Requested Daycare

Aug 21 (Thu): Aurora Cow Milking Experience

Aug 21 (Thu): Milky Way Yamaga football

team soccer practice

Aug 22 (Fri): Closing Circle
Open Day

Aug 28 (Thu): ISN Elementary Open Campus

Aug 29 (Fri): Milky Way Closing Circle
Open Day
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