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Hello, dear friends and supporters.

It has been a long and hot two months of Summer, but we
hope you were able to survive, and keep just enough
strength in your bodies for the exciting Autumn ahead.

The first event to make our bodies move and our hearts
race is the Sports Festival on September 5. All the classes
have been working hard on practicing their songs and
movements for their dances, and build up on the stamina
for the fast-paced events they will participate in. The
excitement is palpable in the campus, and throughout the
day, we all shake our heads with the beats of the songs the
students are singing.

Then two weeks later, on September 20th, we invite you to
join us at the campus for the second annual ISN Autumn
Festival - an already traditional day for the parents,
teachers and students to get to know each other a little bit
more through joining different games, workshops, and
enjoying food and snacks from numerous food and
refreshment trucks, this time organized by all three ISN
Matsumoto Campuses.

After that, an exciting Halloween party awaits in October, as
well as the classes’ seconf bus trips of the school year. The
excitement just never ends.

We hope to see you very soon at some of the school events!
Have a great Autumn season!

Igor Coric, Head of Campus
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Hello, everyone! In my previous job, I valued being close to parents and
cherished the children’s feelings of curiosity and trying hard. While raising
my own child, I obtained a nursery teacher license. Although I am still
inexperienced, I will devote myself wholeheartedly to my work. Thank you so
much for your support.

Ms. Tomoe
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%?’f Rainbow - % Rainbow
"~ Monthly topic: Shapes " SROT—<: EF
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5 Sharing the Planet: Animals kO HE: BHY
.. Central Idea: People and animals help one another = FOHBT 1T 7: ALBMIET I EBNIETS
in many ways. - BWICHIITE STV 3,
e Line of Inquiry 1: Animals live in different e BT EXIERBMICERLTWVWS ()
places. (Form) o M ARBIEZDAENDHHD., BiFE-oTWVS
e Line of Inquiry 2: Animals and people are ¥ (DBHD)

connected and help each other. (Connection)
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How We Organize Ourselves: Community Helpers FONBRTAT7: AT a7 ORTEREVZ
, Central Idea: People care for and support each - BURD XXE2 TV
. other in a community. e AZa=F4DAREZDHAE (- t#aE
% e Line of Inquiry 1: The community helpers and N e ADRAZT2aZFs THEEWIBITESEARA (R
their jobs (Form, Function) % =)

e Line of Inquiry 2: The reasons why people help
each other in the community. (Causation)
B DEDOEDDLLH: F—LT—F
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How We Organize Ourselves: Teamwork . HBEOBIEZERTE %,
Central Idea: Working together with our hearts and o BIEZIT. ERIZI_L (= EMR
minds, we can achieve a common goal. e FoLTU—V%ZRKITBZI_L (B

e Line of Inquiry 1: Setting and achieving goals. ¥ e MizfERTZ L (RRA)

(Perspective, Responsibility) A . _ - -
e Line of Inquiry 2: Practicing teamwork. o D ek tl

(Responsibility) ;
¢ Line of Inquiry 3: Resolving conflicts

(Causation)

' Atthe end of August, three of our friends have left
orem . for new adventures: we said goodbye to Aurora’s
. A @i ' Hibito, Himari and Kaho. We're sad to see you
leave, but wish you the best of luck.

We are also welcoming some new friends this
. month: Sakura is joining Rainbow, Seiji is joining
-~ Shooting Star, our friends Ilya is returning to
Shooting Star, and Mutsuki is joining Milky Way.
Let’s give them a warm welcome!
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Throughout the month of August, a second wave of Open Days was held in all classes. After participating in a class |
meeting, the parents got to witness the snack time for all classes, getting a taste of the delicious afternoon snack
themselves, prepared by our dedicated school staff, and the afternoon closing circle, full of stories, song and dance. |
Milky Way and Aurora parents also took part in short IB workshops, while the Shooting Star parents were visited by
the Matsumoto City Department of Education representatives, who talked about common inquiries and worries F‘
- regarding students’ ascension to Elementary school. e
~ We hope the event was education and fun for all of you and we hope to see you in the same large number at next -
Open Day, taking place in February. ).
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On August 21, the Aurora class was visited by the staff of the local JA branch for an interesting lesson on the
production and the health benefits of milk. The students got to try their hand at milking a cow themselves, and later
enjoyed delicious, cold milk provided by JA. It was fun and educational!
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As part of their second Unit of Inqury of the year, the Shooting Star class has been inquiring into community helpers -
* different jobs held by different people and how we all come together to help each other and make our society as

beautiful and strong! One of the activities they participated in was a visit to the Matsumoto city center, where they
were introduced to the fascinating job of a sword performer, demonstrated by the parent of one of the Savanna

students, as this activity was held in collaboration with their friends from the Shimauchi Campus Savanna class. The ©
students got to witness an exciting performance, ask questions about the job of communicating with people, and see |

their teachers don on the samurai uniforms, acting as the class’ pupils. And the best part: they were even given a |

. chance to take a (special soft) sword in their hands and do some special movements with it. Thank you to everyone
- who participated!
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In preparation for greeting their parents during

their Open Day this month, Shooting Star students
made their own pizzas to share! They have been |

dedicated to growing tomatoes and basil themselves
in the school garden all semester, which they have
used, together with some cheese, on the dough they
kneaded themselves. Delicious!
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. On August 21, Milky Way had a special treat: they =
 were visited by soccer ‘
-, Matsumoto Yamaga team for an interesting soccer
. lesson. The students enjoyed dribbling, passing the

players of the local

ball to their friends, and, of course, scoring goals.

Thank you to Matsumoto Yamaga for prividing them
- with this experience.
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Another fun excursion was had by Shooting Star last
month. Learning about community helpers, they visited
~ the local library and learned about a librarian’s job from
" one of their friends’ parents. Thank you for your patience
and sharing your expertise!
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B i Look at these amazing carnival masks! They were
- made by Aurora students, who are preparing for
| their Sports Festival, with the topic of International *
* Festivals.
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’ " Friends born in August: Friends born in September:
. BAEFNOBRE OBEFNOBRE

~ Aurora: Emma, Yota, Chisaki Rainbow: Akira

~ Shooting Star: Fusuke Aurora: Yura
o Milky Way: Minori

The August birthday party was so much fun! Ms. Kumi
hosted it, preparing a musical performance with the help of
other teachers. Even though only three birthday boys and
girls were present, all students enjoyed the celebrations,

~ followed by a special sunflower-shaped desert made by our
kitchen staff. Happy Birthday!
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In designing the curriculum for our upcoming middle school, we want to make sure that the transition is smooth and natural. We
want kids to be able to use and build on the skills which have been taught throughout their time at ISN. To create a middle school
which fits into the ISN family of schools, we of course want to make sure that the educational approach is consistent. That
. consistency lies in our International Baccalaureate-supported inquiry-based curriculum. Those of you who have students who
have studied with us before have heard why we chose to go with inquiry-based learning for preschool and elementary school.
Many of these same benefits naturally extend into middle school, as well as some more specifically beneficial to kids at this unique
- age.

So what are those benefits? For starters, it continues to build on your children’s natural curiosity and critical thinking skills,
leading to a deeper understanding of the world and the topics that interest them. From the day they first learn the word, children
never stop asking, “why?” At this stage in their development, that “why” goes deeper than ever before. Inquiry-based learning
actively encourages students to dive into that “why.” By questioning, researching, and then evaluating what they find, they
develop equally deeper answers and understandings. Through this research process, they utilize and build on their critical |
thinking and analytical skills. Students are given freedom to pursue the answers to their chosen questions. While teachers are
available for guidance and support, much of the learning process is in the students’ hands. Students develop self-management
. skills, and are thus given responsibility over their own learning. In this way, they develop independence.

At the same time, they are also given ample opportunity to develop communication and collaboration skills. There is often overlap
between individual students’ topics, and students can work together to both share and debate ideas while learning how to |
progress as a team. Through this collaboration, and throughout the presentation stage of their research, students learn how to
explain their thinking and ask clear questions for better understanding. The openness and freedom students have to pursue their
answers opens them up to a variety of subjects. For example: exploring the issue of climate change requires a scientific
understanding of the changes occurring, along with an ability to properly gather and mathematically analyze the necessary data.
A student can then research the social impact of these changes, and think about what actions need to be taken, from individuals
up to national governments and international organizations. This also shows students how they’re not just learning random facts
in a classroom, they are learning things with real-world implications.

Ultimately, and most importantly, these skills combine to prepare pre-teens and early teenagers for the world they will soon be
joining as adults. Curiosity, creativity, flexibility, and problem-solving skills are the most vital skills they will need as they turn
towards higher education and joining the international community. This is all high-level stuff! What does this specifically mean for
our school, and for your child? Stay tuned!
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1. An ISN event taking place on September 20. /

2. A farm animal with black and white spots.
3. They fall off the trees in autumn.
5. A bird living on a farm.

7. Drink provided to us by cows.

Across
4. A farm animal you can ride.
6. A scary holiday in October.
8. An ISN event taking place on September 5.
9. Another word for the season known as autumn.

Sep 5 (Fri): Sports Festival 2025

Sep 11 (Thu): Excursion to the
farm S
Sep 15 (Mon): Public Holiday (Respect for the e
Aged Day)

Sep 20 (Sat): ISN Autumn Festival 2025
Sep 23 (Tue): Public Holiday (Autumnal
Equinox Day)
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Through the generosity of one of our parents, we
have received an exciting new set of toys. The
students were overjoyed with the new cars, trucks
and helicopters and made plans to play as soon as
they could in the morning, afternoon, or after
lunchtime. Thank you!
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Empower children through learning!



