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Treasure Hunt

. Find all 10 rubber boots scattered around this Newsletter! Where could they be? - . g "
{ ‘X8 N

Za—XALE—ICBENTVLWAI0EDOEMZ RDITTHLDS! TN
ETICBNTWADE? &—<BRLTH T e

7€ A o —
7, J N



Dear parents and school supporters,

The weather has truly turned cold in the last week or so.
Middays are still sunny, but mornings and evening
already call for jackets, mittens, and other winter-
equipment. Let's stay warm as much as we can and
fend off all winter diseases.

The campus students seem to be enjoying the cooler
days though - October offered ample opportunity for
playing outside, which all the classes used, as you can
see in the photos presented in this issue of the
Newsletter. They stretched their bodies, looked for living
and non-living things in the nature around us, did some
farm work, or just relaxed in the breeze. Our hard-
working teachers have also had an opportuity to visit
their colleagues across other ISN campuses, observe
their classes and learn from them.

Please also take a look at the photographs from the big
event we hosted in October - the Halloween Party. Thank
you all for coming and supporting the students.
Everyone’s costumes were incredible and showed so
much creativity and hard work! Next up - the Christmas
Show! See you there!

Igor Coric,
Minami Matsumoto Campus Head
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On October 14, a fun puppet show was performed for the students, courtesy of our friends at Houbouzu. The students
“ listened carefully, laughed and enjoyed a closer look at the puppets at the end.
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Party we've had this year!
Thank you to all the parents
who joined!

This year, the party was
organized in collaboration
with  friends from the
Shimauchi campus and |
Nanbu gym was full of
excited chatter, laughter, -
and amazingly creative |
costumes! We've  seen

characters, princesses,
witches, pumpkins, fruits,
tourist attractions and much
more, and some of the
costumes were completely
hand made! Amazing!

We hope you had a lot of -
fun, and Happy Halloween!
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#8% Aurora

Rainbow "\
Monthly topic: Body Parts J B

. How We Express Ourselves: Feelings

. Central Idea: Feelings can be expressed in many

ways.

¢ Line of Inquiry 1: We have many different
feelings. (Form)

e Line of Inquiry 2: Our feelings arise from
different situations and reasons.
(Causation/Perspective)

e Line of Inquiry 3: We can express our feelings
through music, dance, and other forms of

‘, g performance. (Function)

. Sharing the Planet: Living and Non-Living Things

Central Idea: Living things have needs to grow and
stay alive.
e Line of Inquiry 1: The different types of living
and non-living things around us. (Form)
e Line of Inquiry 2: Living things grow and
change when we take care of them. (Change)

Milky Way

A_ How We Express Ourselves: Stories

Central Idea: Stories help us understand ourselves
and others.
¢ Line of Inquiry 1: Stories have elements. (Form)
¢ Line of Inquiry 2: Feelings and ideas are
expressed through storytelling. (Perspective)
e Line of Inquiry 3: There are many ways of
telling a story. (Function)
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On October 23, the campus was visited by the

- firefighters from the Nagisa city fire department.

They observed our earthquake and fire emergency
drill and talked to the students about the importance

\ of staying safe in case of an emergency.
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October is the perfect time for excursions and bus trips. 108 &, BEXPNADEEMFICT ST D DEFHT |
All four classes have used the season to go to local parks §o 4DDI SR ITARTHIDOFHEHZFNL T, kB
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On September 5 and October 29, the campus’ teaching

~ staff participated in the bi-annual first aid training

Ly

- provided to them by the Nagisa fire station. emergency
. team. The staff revised providing first aid with a focus

on CPR, and using the AED machine installed in the
campus entrance. We will do our best to keep everyone
safe in case of emergency from now on as well.
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~ busy schedule to dig out the large sweet

- soon organize a baked sweet potato party

. The Milky Way class got to harvest the rice

+ will also have a rice ball party.
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The weather has finally cooled down enough
for farm work to recommence!
Shooting Star took an afternoon off their

potatoes they planted on the local farm.
They were amazed by the size of the
potatoes and got introduced to the many
small animals living in the field. They will

for their parents.

they planted. It was a lot of hard work
cutting, carrying and hanging the rice out to
dry, but the students enjoyed it a lot. They
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- We would like to thank the parents for their

generosity in donating two books to our school
- library. We would also like to express our gratitude to

~ everyone who responded in the parent survey sent to

your by ISN headquarters back in late September.
7+ Thank you!
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. Friends born in October:

C10BEFNDOERE
Rainbow: Rito, Rin, Sayaka, Anna
- Aurora: Mia, Miku, Haruki, Yui
~ Shooting Star: Reina K., Theo
" Milky Way: Ai, Erena

Wow, no less than twelve friends celebrated their
birthday in October! The birthday party was as fun
as usual, with the birthday boys and girls stating
~ their name and age, and joining a fun guessing
game! Birthday dessert was a beautiful pink sprinkle
cake!
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Fence Painting of the Month

' Milky Way worked so hard and painted the front yard
% fence. Thank you, Milky Way!
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Friends born in November:
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Rainbow: Soma, Ena, Yuzuki
Aurora: Kenzo, Chihaya
Shooting Star: Nana

Milky Way: Amy




In this month’s MS blog, we'll take a look at the book we've
chosen as our main textbook - the Lift series of books. I
sat down with one of the minds behind our curriculum to
- see what about the Lift series caught their attention.

 So why Lift? Lift is a textbook series that is a part of the

. National Geographic family of textbooks. A number of our

teachers have previous experience with other National
Geographic textbooks. We have seen lots of success with
those books, and have built trust with their offerings.

- As for why Lift specifically? Lift is built on an inquiry-

based approach to learning. It does not have to be fit into
- IB, as it was designed to suit the IB Middle Years Program.
It also has a flexibility that lets us incorporate it into our
specific program and work with our school’s other goals
. for our PIC. Finally, Lift can be used as a textbook both for
speakers of English as a first language, and for those who
speak it as a second language.

As Lift was designed to fit the IB inquiry-based approach,
it is not just an English textbook. It includes topics which
incorporate a variety of subjects and skills, just as our
Elementary program Units of Inquiry require investigating
ideas through a wide variety of approaches, from
mathematically, to socially, to artistically and beyond. The
topics in the textbook serve as a springboard into wider
topics, with flexibility both in approach and in student
interest.

The Lift series of books include both a workbook and
audiovisual supplementary materials. Colorful photos,
recordings, and engaging videos bring the words in the
~ book to life, grabbing students’ attention and creating a
. connection to a wider world. Also, students can get extra
practice outside of the classroom, or support with a topic
they found especially challenging.

Finally, I asked if there was anything else about the books
that offers something different for our students. One
teacher mentioned that the books practice a type of
English students don’t often get exposure to in everyday
conversation — academic English. The kind of language
they’ll be exposed to as they progress through higher
education. Building familiarity early with this style can help
them as they move on towards their futures.

If you'd like to learn more about the Lift series of books,
including a video and sample of a textbook, please visit the
~ link below.

https://www.eltngl.com/series/PRO0000009186

p A Message from ISN Middle School
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After working at ISN for about 12 years, I took a six-month
break to focus on raising my child and spending time with my
family. This October, I'm happy to be back at ISN! From now
on, I'll be supporting the school mainly through back-office
work while visiting various campuses. If you see me around,
please feel free to say hello! = I look forward to seeing you all
again soon.

¢ Nov 3 (Mon): Culture Day (Public Holiday)
¢ Nov 5 (Wed): Medical Check-up
e Nov 20 (Thu): Dental Check-up
o Nov 24 (Mon): Labor Thanksgiving Day Observed
(Public Holiday)
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- we hope you have many new adventures and meet

- Dear ISN friends, I'm am sad to announce that I will be

Let’s welcome our new Rainbow friend joining us from
November: Riku. Also, Ms. Yuko is back!

Also, let’s say goodbye to Amy from Shooting Star and
Mr. Bobby who are both moving away. Good luck and '

many new friends! ¢
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leaving ISN on November 7th. It has been a wonderful
experience and I have enjoyed teaching, playing with, and
getting to know everyone over these past two years. I will
miss the joy and laughter of the children. As I move onto
this next chapter of my life, I want to thank you all again
for everything, and I will miss everyone so very much!
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