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Dear parents, students, and supporters,

The end of the school year is here. The weather has
gotten colder, and everyone has been anxiously
expecting the winter holidays.

We have also suffered a bout of the flu and general
coughing and sneezing in the campus recently. Many
teachers, parents, and students have fallen ill and we
have even been forced to close one of the classes for two
consecutive days. We truly appreciate everyone’s
understanding and how careful everyone has been with
preventing the spread of diseases and making sure all
precautions have been followed. We can also let out a
sigh of relief - as we have made it to the winter
holidays.

Seeing as they start on December 20 already, it has
been a short month, marked by the essential ISN
tradition - the annual Christmas Show.

The students and their teachers have been preparing
tirelessly for this show and it was amazing as expected.
It's always nice to see a perfectly put-together
performance with amazing dance acts and songs, but it
warms our hearts even more when we see the smiles on
the students’ faces, their excited waves to their parents
in the audience, and the anticipation building in their
bodies as they wait behind the curtain, ready to take on
the stage and show what they’ve got.

We always say the same thing, but it is truly your
endless support of events like these, as well ISN’s every
day activities, that makes the students see them as
worthy of their interest and attention, and enjoy them to
the fullest. Thank you for that.

Have a happy and healthy holidays, rest well, spend a lot
of time with your loved ones, and let’s continue caring
for our little ones together in 2026.

Igor Coric,
Minami Matsumoto Campus Head
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Rainbow Rainbow
Monthly topic: Transportation SEOT—V:. %@
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. How We Express Ourselves: Feelings MI-BREDELSICHERRATHDD: [ib g
Central Idea: Feelings can be expressed in many FOMNBRTAT7: [FEIRIETIERFETRETS 2.
ways.  ZENTESB, F

e Line of Inquiry 1: We have many different o AMBICIFVWAWVWALSIFENH B, () "
feelings. (Form) e [FHERTETXHKRRAPERISEEFND, (H

e Line of Inquiry 2: Our feelings arise from L A, HRR) :
different situations and reasons. o BERHA VA, NTF—IVABLETRIFEERRT
(Causation/Perspective) ' TE5, (%aE :

e Line of Inquiry 3: We can express our feelings
through music, dance, and other forms of

4 performance. (Function) | HERESDBEES: EITVLIHLOLESITLWEVDLD
} FOHBRT7ATT7: SRR L. £S5KITE570D
| | CBEBRLONB B,
Sharing the Planet: Living and Non-Living Things o AIEDEDLDICHBIEZTTVEZIHDLETTLA
Central Idea: Living things have needs to grow and LWHDDEL, () .
stay alive. o EFME. BHEEZTEICTHRRL. B
e Line of Inquiry 1: The different types of living T3, () §

and non-living things around us. (Form)
e Line of Inquiry 2: Living things grow and :
change when we take care of them. (Change)  FAfbrid: BRE
ROHNBT A T7: NFFV. HiLLWEEBRZERZ L
I THREL. LTV,
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Who We Are: Growth e BDIRLED (Ef) 3
Central Idea: People grow and change as they learn ~ ¢ ARREDESICHRLENKTZDD (D%BHD) '
and experience new things. o NEODIR (BfE)

e Line of Inquiry 1: Life’s beginning (Change)

e Line of Inquiry 2: How people grow and change
(Connection)

e Line of Inquiry 3: Journey of life (Responsibility)

On December 19, an emergency earthquake drill was
- held. The students showed good knowledge of
evacuation procedures and were able to follow their
teachers’ instructions. It is important to organize
drills such as this, so we are prepared in case of a
real emergency.
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.+ Friends born in December: Friends born in January:
. DRAYFENOBRE 1B FnoskE
4 Rainbow: Ritsuta, Hiro, Sakura Rainbow: Mikito, Reo
Aurora: Seina, Shoko, Michito Aurora: Rui

Shooting Star: Miyu, Moana, Ema K. Shooting Star: Miki
... Milky Way: Haru Milky Way: Mio A., Mutsuki

An exciting winter-themed birthday party was held in
. December! Our hardworking kitchen staff prepared beautiful
little santas made of sponge cakes and strawberries and Ms.
Sayuri prepared an amazing magic show! The little birthday
girls and boys said their names and age out loud and
~ everyone sang them a song. Happy Birthday!
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Jan 1-4: School closed

Jan 12: Public holiday (Coming of Age day)
Jan 19: Swimming lesson Open day
Jan 20: Aurora Swimming lesson Open day o
Jan 26: Milky Way Swimming lesson Open day
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The holiday season is here! It is a time of celebration, of family, and of looking forward to the new year. Happy
holidays to you all! We often talk about how we’re building our MS curriculum around inquiry-based education. But,
new incoming parents have asked, what does that mean? I went to Mr. Igor, a member of our MS team here at ISN,
for answers to this and related questions.

e What is “inquiry-based education?”
Inquiry-based education is an approach to learning that places students at the center. They ask questions, explore,
reflect, do things on their own, and learn by doing. It doesn’t focus on memorizing facts, but rather on discovering
things on one’s own.

¢ How does it follow from ISN Elementary?
Being the first IB accredited Elementary school in Nagano prefecture, we feel like ISN is one of the schools at the
helm of bringing an inquiry-based approach to our region. We don’t want to speak negatively of the traditional view
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on education that is still prevalent in most Japanese public schools, but we are very proud of what ISN has achieved ¢

and of our students. We want to bring those same ideas and approaches practiced within the Elementary school to
the PIC program as well.

¢ How does it compare to the Japanese public junior high program?
An inquiry-based classroom can still cover the same curricula as traditional schools, it's just that the way of learning
is different. The student in an inquiry-based classroom is not tasked with memorizing facts and reproducing them to
pass a test. Our goal is for students to become life-long learners. The first step towards that is having them discover
their interests, the way they personally learn best, and their own personal goals.
The teacher in an inquiry-based classroom acts as a facilitator of learning. They guide discussion and provide

challenges for students. We approach each student individually based on their interests, their own way of learning |

and their goals, and make sure they are satisfied with the learning they do. Their understanding is assessed
individually, at their own level.

Through this, the students come to see learning as an exciting adventure rather than a boring lesson, and they
develop their problem-solving, communication, and independent thinking skills (among others) that make them grow
into life-long learners.

e What is concept-based and project-based learning, and how do they link to inquiry-based learning?
Concept-based education and project-based education are closely connected to inquiry-based education because they
both provide structures through which inquiry can happen. Concept-based education focuses inquiry on big,
transferable ideas. Students explore concepts through guiding questions, seeing patterns and making connections
across subjects and real-world contexts. Project-based education provides that context. Students investigate
problems, ask questions, research, collaborate, and create an outcome they can reflect upon and be proud of.

¢ What does concept-based, project-based, inquiry-based learning mean to you?
I'm sure many of us don’t remember the facts we memorized during our time at school. For example, computer
technology has changed drastically since I was a student. But, being interested in new things and knowing how to
learn on my own has enabled me to follow the changes in technology that have taken place. It's the same way with
learning more about my interests or about the things I need in my day-to-day work - those weren't taught at school
to me directly either, but being ready to acquire new knowledge, and knowing how to do so, helped immensely.

:

Thank you very much to Mr. Igor for sharing his knowledge and insights on inquiry-based learning. Have a wonderful ;

holiday season everyone, and we'll be back next month!
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